DRAFT

SCOTTISH SCIENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Minute of meeting held on:

20 September 2007 at 13:00, at

Scottish Executive,

Victoria Quay,

Edinburgh

Present:
Professor Anne Glover (Chair), Dr Stuart Monro (Co-Chair), Professor John Coggins, Professor Geoffrey Boulton, Dr John Nicholls, Professor Steve Beaumont, Professor Peter Morgan, Professor Chris van der Kuyl, Eur Ing Graham Wren, Dr Avril Davidson, Anna Milne (Minute Secretary)
Item 1: Welcome

1. Professor Glover welcomed members to the meeting.  
2. The Committee noted its congratulations to Professor Peter Grant, who has been recommended for appointment to the 8th Regius Chair of Engineering at the University of Edinburgh – one of only two Regius Professorships of Engineering in the UK.
Item 2:  Apologies and Absences
3. Professor Glover conveyed apologies from Professor Peter Grant, Professor Muffy Calder, Professor Joyce Tait, Professor Jonathan Seckl, Professor Sir Kenneth Calman, Professor Stuart Reid, Dr Barbara Spruce, Professor Julie Fitzpatrick.
Item 3:  Future of SSAC
4. Professor Glover announced that Dr Stuart Monro had been elected to the position of independent Co-Chair of the SSAC as a result of a ballot of Committee members.  Dr Monro stated that he was delighted to be appointed and extended his thanks to Committee members.  
Professor Glover reported that the new phase of the SSAC would commence in early 2008.  Those current members, who had served two terms on the SSAC would stand down from the Committee at the end of 2007.  Professor Glover noted that this was also an opportunity for other members to step down if they wished.  
5.  Professor Glover reported that the Secretariat had begun to look at the application process for new members and noted that recruitment of new members would be undertaken, as previously, following the spirit of Nolan.  New members would be sought from the academic, business, and science and society fields.  

Item 4:  Minute of the Previous Meeting

6. The minute of the last SSAC meeting held on 20 September 2007 were accepted as an accurate account of the meeting. 
Item 5:  Matters Arising
Review of Past Work
7. Members discussed progress with the action points arising from the last meeting.

Scottish Institute for Life Sciences (SCILS)
8. Professor Glover updated the committee on the proposed Scottish Institute for Life Sciences (SCILS) in Dundee.  
Energy Technologies Institute
9. It was confirmed that Scotland had not been successful in its bid to host the hub of the Energy Technologies Institute (ETI). The Committee thanked all those involved in the bid for all their hard work over the past 2 years.  The Committee suggested that those involved take heart from how highly rated the Scottish bid was, and by how well Scotland had performed by getting to the final three.  The process had highlighted Scotland’s talent, excellent connections and potential for collaboration and put Scottish science firmly on the international map in terms of energy research.
Follow-up on Research Excellence in E-Health Report
10. Professor Glover reported that a member of the Committee had met with the Chief Scientist Office (CSO) in the Scottish Government to discuss ways in which the Committee might take forward the recommendations from the SSAC Research Excellence in E-health report.
Council for Science and Technology (CST)  Strategic Focus Project
11. The Committee discussed the Council for Science and Technology’s Strategic Focus project.  Members considered whether this approach could be taken in Scotland.  It agreed that there was merit in considering a similar approach in relation to the technologies where Scotland was a key player, to help identify what might be required for Scotland to become a world leader in these areas and what opportunities might be presented.  The SSAC agreed to consider the final report when published. 
Future Work Programme
12. The Committee discussed the approach it should take when publishing reports.  It agreed that publishing a report was the beginning of the process.
Item 6:  
Why Science Education Matters:  Supporting and Improving Science Education in Scottish Schools – an update.
13. Dr Monro reported that he had re-examined the recommendations in the Why Science Education Matters report in an attempt to establish what had been achieved since the report was published and where work still needed to be done.  Dr Monro agreed to take the Committee’s comments into consideration and would continue to work on the update to the report.
Item 7:
Patterns of Business R&D Report – Presentation and Discussion led by Professor Steve Beaumont
14. Professor Beaumont presented the draft “Patterns of Business R&D” report to the Committee. The report summarises the findings of the working party and the report commissioned from SQW and makes a number of recommendations intended to enhance research uptake by Scottish companies.

15. Professor Glover thanked the working group for their efforts in compiling this report and asked members to forward any comments on the report to the Secretariat who would send these on to the working group.

Item 8:
Future Work Programme

16. Professor Glover noted that her role as Chair of the Committee was to provide the key link into the Scottish Government.  She would bring forward topics for a future work programme to the Committee, which were pertinent to Ministers and Government.  Dr Monro highlighted to the Committee that in his role as Co-Chair he would be bringing forward topics for discussion and suggestions for a future work programme, which were raised by Committee members and the wider science community. 
Item 9:
Date of the Next Meeting
17. The date of the next SSAC Meeting is Thursday 13 December 2007.  
Item 10:
Any Other Business
Update on the Science Strategy
18. Professor Glover noted that the report on the Science and Innovation Strategy Consultation had been published.  
Science and the Parliament

19. Professor Glover reported that the date for this year’s Science and the Parliament event was Wednesday 28 November 2008.  The theme for this year’s event was Energy and Climate Change.  
Remit for the Scottish Science Advisory Committee

20. Dr Monro noted that he would be examining the remit for the Committee and asked members to consider what changes were necessary and send any comments to him.  
Scientific Literacy

21. The Secretariat circulated a scientific literacy grid in an attempt to examine what is scientific literacy and what does a scientific literate population need to know.  Professor Glover asked SSAC members to complete the grid and send to the Secretariat.
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