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SSAC – Who are we?

• SSAC was created in 2002

• Council – currently chaired by Julian Jones; along with 11 members 
plus 2 associate members and 4 ex officio CSA; Chief Scientist, Health; 
CSA ENRA; Chief Social Policy Adviser

• Secretariat – Science Advice and Engagement team within SG 
Industrial Transformation and Office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
Division 



Distinctive features of SSAC

• a remit that cuts across all sectors and policy areas;

• we provide independent science advice at “arm’s length” to SG ;

• we have no disciplinary or sectoral “agenda”;

• we operate as a “collective” (i.e. Members have a responsibility to 
provide checks and balances within the Council);

• our combined knowledge of Scottish science skills and context 
enables us to ensure that advice commissioned from outside Scotland 
is appropriate to the Scottish context



Principles of engagement:

• Our focus is on science advice, where science includes social and 
economic disciplines;

• We need to be thinking of future needs and highlighting the potential 
value of science;

• We can be both reactive (responding to requests from within SG) and 
proactive (identifying topics we think are opportunities or risks for 
Scotland);

• In developing Terms of Reference for specific pieces of work we take 
into account the broader landscape of advice available (e.g. Centres 
of Expertise, other advisory committees and organisations, the RSE 
etc)

•



Recent reports:

•Link to all SSAC reports can be found here

Some recent reports below:

• SSAC Report - Science and evidence for place-based adaptation

• SSAC Report - Quantum Technology: Opportunities for Scotland

• SSAC Report - Use of Science and Evidence in Aquaculture Consenting 
and the Sustainable Development of Scottish Aquaculture

https://www.scottishscience.org.uk/publications
https://scottishscience.org.uk/publications/ssac-report-science-evidence-place-based-adaptation
https://scottishscience.org.uk/publications/ssac-report-quantum-technology-opportunities-scotland
https://scottishscience.org.uk/publications/use-of-science-and-evidence-in-aquaculture-consenting
https://scottishscience.org.uk/publications/use-of-science-and-evidence-in-aquaculture-consenting


Roundtable discussions will be focussed on opportunities for 
Scotland's Space sector over the medium to long term (10-20 
years). 

The outputs from the roundtable will be considered by the 
SSAC working group to inform a formal report for Scottish 
Government which will be published on the SSAC website 
Scottish Science Advisory Council in Spring 2024

https://scottishscience.org.uk/


Exploring the potential future commercial 
opportunities for Scotland’s Space Sector

Scott McClelland

Hd New Market Clusters

Directorate for Economic Development



New Market Clusters Unit

• Cluster development policy (including cluster framework)

• Space 

• Critical Technologies (Quantum, Photonics, Semiconductors)

• Robotics and Autonomous Systems

• Aerospace and Defence manufacturing 

• Industrial Biotechnology 

• Michelin Scotland Innovation Parc

RESPONSIBILITIES 



Our ambition is for Scotland to lead 

Europe in end-to-end capability for small 

satellite design, manufacture and launch, 

including earth observation data 

solutions that are critical in tackling 

climate change.

GOVERNMENT AMBITION



ACHIEVING COMMON GOALS
GOVERNMENT, INDUSTRY & ACADEMIA UNITE



• Targeted Inward Investment Plan

• International Opportunities

• Sustainable Launch Capability

• Space Infrastructure

• Skills and Equality of Access

• Sustainable Space

• Future Commercial Opportunities 

Scottish Space Strategy   

https://scottishspace.org/space-strategy/




Space and Exploration Technology Group

Emerging opportunities for the 
global space sector

Colin McInnes

Space and Exploration Technology Group

University of Glasgow



NASA



SpaceX



NASA



NASA JSC
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